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THE WARATAH WEEKLY
Begin with the End in Mind
Easter Greetings from our Sister School
ANZAC Day is a tradition here in Australia and also in New Zealand. It also has great
meaning across the waves in places where the ANZACs fought to liberate the people
of the time; places like Belgium and France who still remember the bravery of the
ANZACs to this day. (More on this next week).
For Christians, Easter is close to ANZAC Day every year. It is also a story of selfless sacrifice. On
this occasion the death of one man. Jesus died friendless. Jesus died for all - for eternity. It is a gift
that awaits anyone who is willing to simply reach out and accept it. Easter is remembered in many
countries, also including France and Belgium, but it is also remembered in Germany. This Easter,
our sister school in Germany sent us a message to lift our spirits during the Coronavirus isolation.
Press on this link, just in case you don’t have time to read the rest.
www.gymnasium-kusterdingen.de/de/aktuelles/2020/02-29_corona.php. God is sovereign. He
knows our paths and he has a purpose for all of us - even though we mostly don’t see it at the time.
Years ago, a Christian man from Germany, Friedemann, visited his sister here in Australia. He was
a teacher and so he asked if he could visit a Christian School and she recommended
Broughton Anglican College. The Director of Pastoral Care, at the time was asked to host the
visitor. The only memory of the event was an email that he left and an invitation to reconnect in the
future sometime.
Eight years later, that Director of Pastoral Care was the Foundation Headmaster of a College
looking for a link school for a fledgling German program. And reconnect we did, through
Frau Carolyn Clark, who wrote a letter to that email address. We forged a Sister relationship
between Firstwald and Wollondilly that has seen many students travel back and forth. Our link in
that school was the English teacher and Deputy Head, Frau Wahr. Frau Wahr moved to the new
sister campus, called Kusterdingen, as its Foundation Headmistress, and so now we have a sister
school relationship with "twins" - Firstwald Mossingen and Firstwald Kusterdingen.
Covid-19 has spread all over the world and our sister school staff at Kusterdingen were shut inside
with their families at Easter. They wanted to share an Easter message across the oceans to us.
Says Frau Birgit Wahr: It's our tradion at the Firstwald-Gymnasium to give all students and teachers
a blessing before a school break, and we finish the blessing always with the song "Möge die
Straße..", which is a translation of the well-known Irish blessing "May the road rise up to meet you".
We didn't want to skip it, especially not these days, so we made a digital version and sent it to all
our students, and I'd like to share it with you too.

You'll find it on our homepage
www.gymnasium-kusterdingen.de/de/aktuelles/2020/02-29_corona.php.
Best wishes, Birgit.
Please take the time to view the message. The sentiment speaks all languages.
Christ is risen indeed

From The Headmaster

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks for your prayer.

A Personal Note

I appreciate you thinking of me over Easter when there were so many other pressures
on busy lives and for taking the time to write and to pray.
For those who are “in the dark” and wondering what I am talking about, in the last week of Term I had
emergency surgery for three tears in the retina and a detachment. I was told that there were three
surgeons in Australia who could save my sight and that the chances are that they would all be on a
break due to the Coronavirus. Two calls later by a local specialist and I was taken for emergency
surgery to Macquarie University Hospital. The local specialist, who made the call, looked incredulous
as he said “someone must be on your side" .
Easter was spent lying down, face down by day and night recovering. Trust God - even when things are
desperate. Listen to those who care for you - who were right all along.
Dr Stuart Quarmby
Foundation Headmaster

From the Deputy’s Desk

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Helping Siblings Resolve Their Fights
With family members living in close proximity during the current COVID-19 pandemic,
parents may find an increase in sibling squabbles. This is understandable as any
relationship is tested to its limits by excess time and lack of space. Sibling squabbles
usually arise over low level issues such as space (“He’s sitting in my seat.”), possessions
(“That’s my book!”) and fairness (“It’s not fair. I was here first!”). It’s enough to send most
parents around the twist.
While it seems that kids in families are programmed to fight with each other, the good news is that
parents have the power to facilitate learning.
According to a recent study, sibling fights teach kids important conflict resolution skills. In fact, parents who
stop their children from arguing may well be depriving them of important learning opportunities. Researcher
Laurie Kramer from the University of Illinois in the US found that kids who learned how to argue with their
siblings had more advanced emotional development.
Many parents also worry that their children who fight with each other will not get along as adults. The
evidence doesn’t support this view. The test for strong families is more about the willingness for kids to pull
together when the chips are down, rather than the frequency of the squabbling.
Healthy families know how to fight well. When parents take an active approach to helping their children
resolve their fights, they are teaching them a valuable life skill as well as reducing the incidence of fighting
over the long term. Here are some practical strategies to use:
Model good conflict resolution skills
Kids wear L plates when it comes to solving disputes. Some kids will yell, get abusive or even get physical
when they are settling disputes. Show them better ways of sorting out problems by talking things through
with your partner, compromising and apologising when you’ve said something upsetting to your partner or
your children.
Help kids manage their emotions
“Yep, it would make me mad too if someone said that to me.” Usually someone’s feelings get hurt when
siblings argue so make sure you recognise their emotions without taking sides. This focus on feelings helps
kids develop emotional literacy and promotes empathy in siblings as well.
Monitor sibling relationships
Keep your antenna up for the signs of discord within sibling relationships. Some disputes kids can sort out
themselves, but you need to be ready to intervene and assist kids in the peace-brokering, or at least to act
as a safety net when one child continually appears on the wrong end of a power imbalance.
Mentor them to sort out disputes
Kids need the chance to sort their conflict out themselves, but sometimes they need a little coaching. They
often invite their parents to take sides, which is usually counter-productive. Rather than trying to sort out
who started an argument, focus on possible solutions, provide suggestions such as taking turns, giving way,
bargaining, swapping or even walking away.
Encourage them to make up
Kids often get over disputes far quicker than adults. They can be squabbling one minute and cuddling up
the next, so it gets tricky intervening sometimes. However there are times when you need to encourage a
child to mend bridges with an aggrieved sibling. This can mean kids have to swallow their pride, admit that
they may be wrong, make an apology or make some sort of restitution such as doing a special favour. This
type of restoration means kids must take responsibility for their behaviours and is a sign of growing
maturity.
Conflict and siblings tend to go together. While sibling squabbles can be annoying, they also offer parents
great opportunities to help kids to handle conflict effectively, which is a great life skill.
(Michael Grose - parentingideas.com.au)
Mr Ian Croger
Deputy Headmaster

Pastoral Care T-12

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coping Guide
A student’s wellbeing is strongly linked to their ability to manage and cope with
challenging situations and the strategies they apply when confronted with these. The
resilience of young people whether in the current COVID-19 situation or in more normal
instances is always being challenged by the impact of circumstances or change. The
greater the resilience and capacity to manage such circumstances the greater
likelihood of sustained wellbeing in that individual.
The development of a range of strategies that are supported and embedded by parents in a young
person, provides increased options available to help navigate the challenges. This is important for
parents in terms of their actions and words as these are skills that can be developed and learnt, not just
present or absent in young people.
Strategy 1 - Laugh about it
Have you ever noticed that when there is a major world crisis or tragedy that there is soon a spate of
jokes in the public arena about the issue? These jokes help people deal with the anxiety caused by the
situation. We are less likely to become depressed or feel helpless when we can laugh at a situation.
Humour is a great coping strategy. Encourage your kids to stand back and find a funny side to the
situation they may be in. I am not suggesting that we trivialize situations, rather develop the ability to
find some humour and hope in adversity. Humour is a powerful tool for resilience as it heightens
feelings of control. It helps kids reframe a situation and gain some perspective.
THIS STRATEGY REQUIRES KIDS TO LOOK FOR A FUNNY SIDE AND NOT TAKE THEMSELVES
TOO SERIOUSLY.
Strategy 2 - Don't let it spoil everything
Help your child to park his or her bad thoughts somewhere. The ability to compartmentalise bad events
and keep them from affecting all areas of life is a powerful coping skill. Resilient sports people such as
golfer Greg Norman and former cricketer Shane Warne have the ability to segment their lives and
prevent disappointment (in the case of Norman) or personal issues (in Warne’s case) from impacting on
their sporting performance. Somehow they park their Hardships, Frustration and Disappointment’s for a
time, and they revisit these issues when they choose.
Similarly, kids can be encouraged to park their Hardships, Frustration and Disappointment’s for a time
so that they can function normally and then revisit them when it suits. For instance, if something
negative happens at recess at school they need to make sure that it doesn’t spoil their whole day. They
need to think about something else when they are in class and revisit their issue later on.
THIS STRATEGY REQUIRES KIDS TO DISTRACT THEMSELVES, THINK ABOUT SOMETHING
ELSE AND FOCUS ON THE JOB AT HAND.
(Grose 2020)
Mr Liam Toland
Director of Pastoral Care T-12

Educational Physiologist

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t Feel Guilty If You Are Unproductive During the Coronavirus
When Shakespeare was quarantined because of the plague, he wrote King Lear.
You may have heard this fact, or similar facts, since the worst of the Coronavirus
pandemic hit. These facts are meant to reassure and motivate us; even when things
are strange and weird, we can still be productive. But they also carry judgement under
the surface: You should be doing something productive with your time, and if you
aren’t then you are wasting your time.
For some people, self-isolation has led to more time, and they have been using this to learn new
skills or for self-improvement. Maybe they have learnt how to cook, or learnt a new language, or
started a veggie garden, or read more books. Some people work well under pressure, and are able to
adapt to the new world we live in more easily than others.
For other people, they may have extra time, but because of the other changes in their lives (having to
help their children with online learning being a big change), they don’t have the energy or motivation
to do anything with this “added time”. In fact, some people, especially those who have dependants
they need to care for, might feel like their lives have become busier since self-isolation restrictions
have been put in place. This, along with added anxiety and stress related to the pandemic, can lead
to people feeling guilty because they are not currently performing at their best.
“Best” is a relative term, and it is different for everyone. Doing your best during this time is different
from doing your best during non-pandemic times. If you’re doing just enough to get through the day,
and make it to your bed at night feeling somewhere close to your baseline, that is ok. A great
exercise to get you back to your baseline, and can be done anywhere, is the 5-4-3-2-1 grounding
exercise.
Simply take a deep breath, and then notice five things you can see, four things you can touch, three
things you can hear, two things you can smell, and one thing you can taste. Doing this will help
ground you in the present moment, and help you return to a calmer state.
Remember, you get to decide what is an accomplishment worth celebrating. Don’t focus on external
expectations that you feel others are placing on you. Instead focus on what you have the capacity to
do. Maybe you were able to learn a new song on an instrument, and that should be celebrated.
Maybe you were able to get out of bed this morning, when you struggled to do it yesterday, and that
should be celebrated. Maybe you were able to help your children to do some (but not all) of the work
that has been assigned to them by their teacher, and that should be celebrated.
Personally, when self-isolation restrictions began, I thought this would be a great time to start a new
hobby or catch up one those books I’ve wanted to read. But in these strange, unusual,
unprecedented times, I’ve found that sometimes getting through the day is enough for me, and
hopefully it is freeing to learn that sometimes, it is enough for you too.
Mr Mitchell Barnes
Educational Psychologist

Teaching and Learning 7-12

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Collection of Hardcopies of Teaching Resources
Teachers in some subjects have been busy preparing resources to supplement online
aspects of Off-Campus Learning.
These resources will be available for collection on Monday to Wednesday of Week 2
(commencing Monday, 4 May). With a staggered return of students in Week 3 any
resources that have not been collected will be distributed to students on their return in
Week 3 (commencing Monday, 11 May).
Please note:
Not All students will have learning packs for collection. If there are resources to be collected
for your child, parents will be notified via email on Friday afternoon from
Mrs Cook.
In order to maintain social distancing, the following process is to be followed:
The collection of materials to occur by surname alphabetically within College hours 8.35 am to 3.30 pm (if the allocated day cannot work, it is okay to collect on another day)




A-G Monday, 4 May
H-M Tuesday, 5 May
N-Z Wednesday, 6 May

Please park in the Warne Carpark and when waiting, please maintain a 1.5 metre distance between
other parents.
Library staff will be present in the Warne Foyer. Please provide them with your child’s name and they
will collect the relevant resources.
It is important that once resources are collected, parents leave the College to ensure a minimum
number of people are on the College grounds at any one time.
Elevate Parent Seminar Wednesday, 6 May
Earlier this week parents were emailed details about a helpful webinar that Elevate Education are
running on Wednesday, 6 May. The details for registering for this are below:

Event Title:
Date
Time
Sign-Up Link
Cost

How to help your child study effectively during the COVID-19 pandemic (Years 7-12)
Wednesday, 6 May
6.00 pm
https://www.elevatecoaching.info/parent-webinar-aus/
Free

NESA HSC Update
As NESA makes announcements about the HSC, we will continue to keep students informed of these.
The clear message is that the HSC exams will be running. There have been a number of adjustments
made to practical subjects. These changes have been communicated through the subject teachers. It
is important that Year 12 students are regularly checking their schools online account.

For details of updates the following website is useful:
https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/news/novel-coronavirus

Teaching and Learning 7-12

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Off-Campus Learning Parent and Student Guide
All parents and students in the Secondary Years were emailed an Off-Campus
Learning Guide. This document outlines the processes the College will be following in
the Off-Campus environment. I encourage all students and parents to read this
carefully. We have made some adjustments based on teacher, parent and student
feedback.
For technical issues and IT support, there is a link on the College website I encourage
students and parents to make use of:
Mr Paul Burns
Director of Teaching and Learning 7-12

A huge ‘Thank You’ to all our staff for their hard work with preparing the student resources for
Off-Campus Learning”

Performance News

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Get Involved In Performance!
One of the very special characteristics of Wollondilly Anglican College is that students are
provided with many opportunities to get involved with co-curricular performances. Despite the
obvious difficulties that COVID-19 places in the way of rehearsal, we are keen for our students
to still be able to engage with our ensemble programs.
This is important both for the social and emotional wellbeing of students and for the
maintenance of performance skills. Please consult the table below for an outline of the
opportunities available for students to engage with our performance ensembles in Term 2.

Ensemble Name

Musical

Primary Choir

Primary Band

Primary Strings

Primary Dance

Primary Drama
Art Club

Photography Club

College Choir

Resources/Zoom/See-Saw
Students can access choreography videos and backing tracks
via the Musical section of the ‘Student Resources 7-12’ course
on Canvas to continue rehearsal. Leads also have scripts to
work from.
We would love students to keep singing by singing along with
Camden Voices on YouTube (parents please monitor to make
sure these videos remain appropriate for your children). Please
spend some time practising with the ‘True Colors - Camden
Voices (self-isolation/virtual choir cover)’ video on YouTube as
this will form the basis of our first performance when normal
lessons resume.
Mr Denley has provided students in this ensemble with sheet
music they can practise with from home. Mr Denley is available
via email, s.denley@wac.nsw.edu.au, to support students in this
ensemble with their ongoing rehearsal,. Please contact him if
support is required.
Mrs Bridge has provided students with music to practise (it is in
their take-home folders). She will also be available on Zoom
from 1.00 pm - 1.30 pm on Fridays (this is during the ensemble’s
normal rehearsal time) to support students in the ensemble. The
Zoom meeting link will be emailed to the student’s College
email.
We would love students to keep dancing and maintain fitness by
dancing along with KidzBop dance videos on YouTube (parents
please monitor to make sure these videos remain appropriate for
your children). Please spend some time learning choreography
from the KidzBop ‘Best Day Of My Life (Dance Along)’ video as
this will form the basis of our first performance when normal
lessons resume.
Mrs Aston has a file she can send to students or parents with
activities which can be completed at home (no need to submit
them) to assist students to maintain their Drama skills. Please
email her to request it. j.aston@wac.nsw.edu.au

Ensemble
Leader

Mrs Talbot

Mrs Apps

Mr Denley

Ms Bridge

Mrs Grant
and
Miss Dewey

Mrs Aston
Mrs Ware
and
Mrs Taylor

Available for all Secondary students who are at the College on
Fridays from Week 3.
Students can access weekly learning modules and photography
projects via the Photography Club section of the ‘Student
Resources 7-12’ course on Canvas. Please email Mrs Taylor if
you need support with this, b.taylor@wac.nsw.edu.au
Mrs Taylor
Miss Nelson has provided some lyric sheets and backing tracks
for students to rehearse with. These may be accessed via the
College Choir section of the ‘Student Resources 7-12’ course on
Canvas. Miss Nelson will also be hosting a Zoom meeting to
assist students on Mondays from 1.00 pm - 1.30 pm (during their
normal rehearsal time).
Miss Nelson

Performance News Continued...

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

College Band

College Strings

Dance Company

College Cheer

Didgeridoo
WAC Crew
Set Design

Mr Grant has provided some sheet music for students to
rehearse with. This may be accessed via the College Band
section of the ‘Student Resources 7-12’ course on Canvas.
Mr Grant will also be hosting a Zoom meeting to assist students
on Tuesday afternoons from 3.00 pm - 3.15 pm.
Ms Bridge has provided some sheet music for students to
rehearse with (these were mailed to students at home).
Ms Bridge will also be hosting a Zoom meeting to assist
students on Thursday afternoons from 3.00 pm - 3.30 pm and
will be available via email from 3.30 pm until 4.15 pm,
jillbridge7@gmail.com
Miss Valente has uploaded some activities and rehearsal
videos to Canvas in the Dance Company section of the
‘Student Resources 7-12’ course on Canvas. She will also be
conducting a Zoom meeting on Tuesday afternoons from
3.00 pm-3.30 pm to support students. The major objective for
this ensemble is to continue rehearsing for MISA Dance
Festival.
Miss Valente has uploaded some activities and rehearsal
videos to Canvas in the College Cheer section of the ‘Student
Resources 7-12’ course on Canvas. She will also be
conducting a Zoom meeting for Secondary Cheer members on
Tuesday afternoons from 3.00 pm - 3.30 pm to support
students. Primary Cheer members should maintain their fitness
by dancing along to KidzBop dance videos, just as the Primary
Dance Ensembles are doing.

Mr Grant

Ms Bridge

Miss Valente

Miss Valente

Students studying didgeridoo access their learning online.
Mr Denley is available via email, s.denley@wac.nsw.edu.au, to
support students in this ensemble with their ongoing rehearsal,
Mr Denley
please contact him if support is required.
On the job training at events when they recommence. (Student
Mrs Talbot
Leaders: Anastacia Lalic and Abby Cupitt).
Mrs Ware
and
Does not run in Term 2
Mrs Taylor

Performing Arts Challenges - Primary Years
We are pleased to be able to offer some fun ‘Performing Arts Challenges’ each week in Term 2. These are
entirely voluntary. If you would like to view the weekly challenge, please email Mrs Talbot at
s.talbot@wac.nsw.edu.au. You will be sent the challenge video by reply email. If your child/children would like to
participate in the challenge, simply send a reply back to Mrs Talbot with the video or photograph of your child’s
attempt. Each entry will be rewarded with a House point added to our ongoing tally.
Each week we will select some of our favourite entries to publish on our College Instagram account. Challenges
will be issued each Thursday and entries are due by the following Monday, 7.00 pm.
Performing Arts Challenges - Secondary Years
We are pleased to be able to offer some fun ‘Performing Arts Challenges’ each week in Term 2. These are
entirely voluntary. If you would like to view the weekly challenges, please click on the ‘Performing Arts
Challenges’ icon on the ‘Performing Arts’ section of the ‘Student Resources 7-12’ Canvas course. Submissions
may also be made via this section of the Canvas course. Each entry will be rewarded with a house point added to
our ongoing tally.
Each week we will select some of our favourite entries to publish on our College Instagram account. Challenges
will be issued each Thursday and entries are due by the following Monday, 7.00 pm.
Those students who are maintaining Dance or Music scholarships are advised that attending the Zoom meetings
for their ensembles and completing weekly Performing Arts Challenges in Term 2 will contribute to the collection
of ‘points’ as is required by the scholarship maintenance system (attending five Zoom ensemble rehearsals in
Term 2 = 1 point, completing five Performing Arts Challenges in Term 2 = 1 point).
Mrs Sarah Talbot
Performance Coordinator T-12

Library News

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

How Books Help Children Cope with Stress
We all want our children to feel safe and secure. When families are going through
stressful times, when they experience a perceived threat of danger or when they are
practising social distancing and must remain in their homes, children look to their parents
and caregivers to help them feel loved and protected. Reading aloud to your child is one
way to help your family through this difficult time. Source: https://www.rorri.org/resources/
Book Club orders due Monday, 18 May.
Book Club is here! We have a virtual catalogue for Issue 3:
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/
All orders are to be made online or through the LOOP app, as usual. Orders due Monday, 18 May. Pick up
will be organised when the orders arrive at the College.
Premier’s Reading Challenge Update
What changes have been made to the PRC rules for 2020
The main changes to the Challenge rules for Years 3-9 are as follows:

Students on all Challenge levels are able to read 10 choice books - an increase from five.

Students on all Challenge levels will be able to include books on their reading records that they read
collaboratively as a class, in person or online with their teacher or at home with their parents/carers.

Students who complete the Challenge in 2020 will be able to count this towards cumulative awards.

Students who do not participate in the Challenge in 2020 will not be disadvantaged in the receipt of
cumulative awards.

The Challenge will include Year 10 students in 2021 to allow all students the opportunity to meet the
gold and platinum certificate and Challenge medal requirements.

How do students add these bonus choice books to their reading records?
Students will need to add their first five choice books the same way they always have for the Challenge.
Their bonus choice books will need to be entered using the following PRCID's:
PRCID 68597 2020 Bonus Choice Book 1
PRCID 68598 2020 Bonus Choice Book 2
PRCID 68599 2020 Bonus Choice Book 3
PRCID 68560 2020 Bonus Choice Book 4
PRCID 68561 2020 Bonus Choice Book 5
To add these choice books on the Student Site, students can simply enter "2020 bonus" either on the
search screen or under "add choice books" and the Bonus Choice Book records will be the first ones to
appear.
Go to the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge “Rules” page for more details:
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html
Please note K-2 are reading books as a group on Zoom or Seesaw and these will be added to their record
by Library Staff, no need for parents or students to do anything else.
Story Box Library available for Wollondilly students
Story Box Library is an Australian subscription based educational website, created for children to view
stories by Australian authors, being read aloud by Australian and NZ storytellers.
Story Box Library has offered schools two months access for free during COVID-19. All Wollondilly
Anglican students have access until Wednesday, 20 June.
Go to: https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/ login with
Mrs Justine Colombo
College Librarian

username: wac
password: wac01

PDHPE - Sexual Health

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Throughout Term 2, Year 9 will be studying a unit on relationships and sexual health,
named “Relate”, as part of the PDHPE course. In this unit students will explore the
characteristics of equal and respectful relationships in light that God made us
relational and sexual beings, created as male and female.
During the unit students will investigate God’s design and purpose for sex and how
this informs sexual choices. As part of the unit students will examine consequences
of poor sexual decisions such as Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI’s) and management of sexual
health such as contraception.
If you have any questions in regards to the unit, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s PDHPE
teacher or Mr Hewitt (PDHPE Coordinator).
Mr Josh Hewitt
PDHPE Coordinator

ANZAC Day from Home

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

With mass public gatherings off the cards, ANZAC Day this year was celebrated in a
very unique way with thousands of families standing at the ends of their driveways,
holding candles at dawn, paying their respects to those who sacrificed it all.

We would love to showcase some photos on our College social media of our WAC
families paying their respects at dawn.
If you have any photos, please send them to socialmedia@wac.nsw.edu.au or head over to the
College Facebook account at https://www.facebook.com/wollondillyanglicancollege
Thank you for representing the College in such a positive way.
Mr Alex Hitchins
Development Manager

Secondary Sport

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Update on Term 2 Sport - COVID 19
The decision by our sporting organisations are that no events will be held this Term in
MISA, AICES and CIS. Any events under these organisations have been cancelled
and not simply postponed. Whilst this is disappointing for many students who have
been training hard it is understandable in the current climate. Logistically these events
cannot be rescheduled to a later date as they are restricted by the government,
venues, officials and other sport events in Terms 3 and 4.
NASSA Heads will be meeting in Week 2 to discuss Term 2 Sport, however it is highly likely any
scheduled NASSA events will not take place this term also.
The WASP Academies for Term 2 have also been cancelled and we look to hopefully have programs
running in Term 3 - COVID 19 permitting.
I will keep students and parents updated as I am made aware of any developments in these areas.
Weekly Sport Challenges
A reminder that each week we have a different Sport Challenge posted on the Secondary Sport
Canvas Page for students to complete. Each submission receives a House Point that goes to the
overall House Shield. Submissions are due by Friday 3.00 pm.
This week it is the ‘Flip a Coin Workout Challenge’. It requires no equipment beyond a coin and can
be completed in a small area. Get your parents and siblings involved for a bit of motivation and make
sure to submit a response under the assignments tab on Canvas to earn your House Point.
Cross Country Challenge
Thank you to all the participants who completed the Cross Country ‘At Home Edition’ last Term. It was
great to see students being active in the spaces they have available to them. We had students doing
laps around their cul-de-sac, paddocks, backyards and their suburbs to complete the 2km run. Keep
up the great work!
Mr Mark Goldsbrough
Secondary Sports Coordinator

Primary Sport

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Online Seesaw sport activities
While the primary end of the College is participating in a hybrid learning format, sports
activities and challenges will be posted each week on Seesaw for students to complete
at home. Every student, whether they are at the College or home, is encouraged to
take part in these challenges.
This week K-2 are challenged to complete different methods of catching a ball. This
requires keen hand eye coordination and concentration. What is your record? How many times were
you able to catch the ball?
Years 3-6 are challenged to complete a circuit of difficult exercises. The exercises require balance,
strength and endurance. Many students from Year 3 have already attempted the circuit and found it
sufficiently challenging. Students are encouraged to post their quickest times completing the circuit to
Seesaw.
See the activity feed of your class on Seesaw for more information.
College Sport exposé - Sharks and Fishes
Sharks and Fishes is a football style game that requires speed, catching and teamwork. It is a great
game for practising catching and throwing to moving teammates.
Sharks and Fishes is played on a small rectangular field of approximately 20m by 15m. To begin the
game, players are split into two sides, the sharks (initially about three players) and the fishes (the
remaining players).
The sharks must attempt to tag the fish using the football. However, the sharks must not move while
holding the ball and are only allowed to move when they do not have possession of the ball. They
must manoeuvre their team in such a way that they can corner the fish, making a tag more likely. If a
fish is tagged by the sharks, they swap teams and become a shark.
Some important rules to consider:





A shark player cannot tag a fish player by throwing the ball at them; they must maintain contact
with the ball.
A shark player is allowed to take one step upon catching the ball.
If a fish player leaves the field of play, they are considered caught and become a shark player.
A ‘knock-on’ or miscatch means the field is reset and fish players are given three seconds of
safety to move around the field.

Helpful tips:




It pays for the sharks to come up with a plan and coordinate their side to target certain fish
players.
For fish players, in order to evade capture, they are encouraged to move as much as possible.
This will make it difficult for sharks to corner them in a particular part of the field.
Short, quick passes are best. Long, full field passes are often slow and easy for fish players to
out-manoeuvre.

Mr James Gooden
Primary Sports Coordinator

New Guidelines regarding Immunisation Certificates

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am currently updating Edumate’s records in relation to immunisation certificates.
There are currently new guidelines that have been introduced by NSW Health
regarding the types of immunisation certificates that we as a College can accept.
Copies of a blue book or a print out from your GP cannot be accepted.
The format that we can accept is an Australian Immunisation Register Immunisation
History Statement or Australian Immunisation Register History Form. A copy of your child’s
immunisation history can be obtained online at myGov, via the Medicare app, from the Medicare office
or by phoning the AIR General Enquiries Line on 1800 653 809.
It is important to note that immunisation is not compulsory. If however, we do not receive a valid
Immunisation Certificate we will consider your child unimmunised and they may be excluded from the
College if there is an outbreak of a vaccine preventable disease OR if they come into contact with a
person with a vaccine preventable disease, even if there is no outbreak at the College.
If your child is immunised, please email me an updated form to s.lloyd@wac.nsw.edu.au so that I can
update your child's details if you have not already done so in the past 12 months.
Please see below link from NSW Health with more information.
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/Immunisation-in-schools.aspx
Mrs Sally Lloyd
College Nurse

College Banking

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please note that due to the current and ongoing Covid-19 measures, the College
Banking Program will still remain on hold.
CBA encourages for families to continue to momentum up with their child's financial
education. Here are some handy online resources to support parents during this
time:


Start Smart: this program offers a range of age appropriate digital resources including videos
and worksheets initially developed to assist teachers in the classroom. The aim of Start Smart is
to motivate and inspire students and give them the confidence and skills to make smart
decisions about money. All Start Smart lessons are aligned to the Australian Curriculum and the
National Consumer Financial Literacy Framework.



The Beanstalk: this resource provides a range of activities for primary-aged students to help
them learn about money and saving. There are tips and videos for parents to help teach their
children about money.

Mrs Leanne Molluso
Student Reception Supervisor

Have you considered Enrolling your Child in Year 5?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

A recent article in The Sydney Morning Herald stated that “Enrolment figures from
the Association of Independent Schools of NSW show that Year 5 has the second
biggest intake of students transferring from other schools, behind Year 7 and that the
Year 5 intake has been growing over the past few years”.
This has been evident at the College over recent years, so much so that we have
created a third Year 5 class in both 2019 and 2020. The change has been very well
received with many families commenting on the benefits to their child of the Middle Years Program as
well as the security of knowing that there is no need to worry about the high demand and limited
positions available in Year 7.
The College has become a ‘school of choice’ in the Shire and surrounding districts and it is now
common for the number of applications to exceed available positions. Siblings are given strong
consideration for placement, but once positions are filled and others are offered for scholarship
students in Dance, Music and Academic areas, the year quickly has limited vacancies. There is little
that we can do once the year is almost full and several parents then submit a late application for
siblings.

Application for Enrolment

________________________________________________________________________________________

Applications continue to pour in for 2021 and beyond across all year groups, but especially our entry
years of Transition, Kindergarten, Year 5, Year 7 and Year 11.
All current College families looking to enrol siblings for the coming years are encouraged to
do so without delay to avoid disappointment.
Enrolment packs are available from the College Office or from the College website
www.wac.nsw.edu.au
Mrs Kristy Biddle
Enrolments Officer

Off-Campus Learning Set Up

Community

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



WAC Kids Care
From time to time, families undergo trauma such as severe or terminal illness. There are short
term support structures in place at the College to assist families during these times. The
WAC Kids Care Program offers support to families in the way of meals. Please contact Mrs Hay
or Mrs Rockwell at the College to assist. Confidentiality will be respected. The College is
accepting food donations towards the WAC Kids Care Meals Ministry. See the list below:

WAC Kids Care
If you would like to practically support the WAC Kids Care Program, you are able to
contribute food goods at any time. The following items are very helpful when preparing
meals:
Rice, Pasta, Noodles, Lentils and Quinoa
Canned Vegetables eg kidney beans and corn
Base tomato sauces eg Passata
Other base sauces eg Sweet and Sour
Chicken, Beef, Vegetable Stock
Flour, Cornflour
Salt, Pepper
Sugar
Tinned Fruit
Sultanas
Eggs
A basket is located at Student Reception. Wish Cards or cash are also welcome which can
be handed directly to the Office Staff.
Thank you to everyone supporting this ministry as we serve our Community.
Mrs Lisa Rockwell
WAC Kids Care Organiser

Please note that the above is a service to the Community and items advertised do not necessarily
carry the endorsement of the College. The College tries to be selective with what is advertised but
cannot take responsibility. Please look into events advertised carefully.

Parents’ & Friends’ Association

Sponsorship 2020

…friendraising and fundraising

Diamond Sponsor
Bradcorp
Double Gold
Anytime Fitness Tahmoor
Hume Building
Simec Mining
Stanton Dahl Architects

Gold Sponsors
Best Practice Commercial &
Accounting Services
Carpenter Partners Real Estate
Glitz n Glamour Photography
Hills Commercial Cleaning (QUEDOS)
Ken Shafer Smash Repairs
Kwik Kopy Macarthur
Little Elves Childcare
Little Elves OOSH
Narellan Pools
Nu-era Homes
Oxley Butchery
Taverner Landscapes
Thornton Bros Roses

Silver Sponsors
Casey’s Toys
Country Valley Ptd Ltd
Eye Power Tahmoor
Greenmantle Valley Pastured Eggs
Lowes
Cornerstone
Mittagong Auto Tech
Natural Services
Pheasants Nest Produce
Picton Tennis Association
Pinnacle Tax & Accounting
Tahmoor Garden Centre
Wilton Dental and Cosmetics Centre

Thank you to our Diamond, Double Gold, Gold and Silver Sponsors shown above. We also
thank our Bronze Sponsors who will be advertised on the College website on the Sponsors’
Page along with the above. If you would like to sponsor the College, please
contact Mr Bill Norman (P&F President) or Mrs Deborah Cook in the College office.

P&F

…friendraising and fundraising
P&F Clothing Pool

Clothing Pool will be open on Week 3 on the following days from 7.45 am to 8.30 am
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

Jodie & Melissa
Alison Claudia
Cristina & melissa

Location

Side windows of White Cottage - Opposite FLOWERS
Canteen

Payment Options

EFTPOS or Cash

Parents’ & Friends’ Association

P&F …friendraising and fundraising
Business Directory
Little Elves OOSH
If your child is in Kindergarten to Year 6 they can attend.
One day bookings acceptable. Little Elves OOSH is
registered for Childcare Subsidy so Centrelink benefits
can be applied to assist in reducing your fees. Lunch is
provided everyday. Contact Jennifer on 0418 814 031
or via email littleelvesoosh@gmail.com for more
information.
____________________________________________________________________
Country Valley
Country Valley is a family owned, local business processing
award winning milk, yoghurt and cream sourced from their
own farm and that of other local farmers.
____________________________________________________________________
Thornton Bros Roses
KIDS (and parent) DIY kits now available!!
The kits include a mini box, paper, oasis, an assortment
of our farm flowers (Gerberas and Roses) and some
greenery to create your very own arrangement at home.
We’ve kept the cost super low for you all at just $10.00!
Available to pick up, or we are having a special flat rate
delivery of $5.00 for Wollondilly area. To order you can
call 4683 1062 or send us a message on Facebook.
A little tutorial is available for you to follow at http://www.facebook.com/
thorntonbrosroses/
____________________________________________________________________
Glamorous Hair & Bridal
Glamorous Hair & Bridal offers a mobile hairdressing
service and in salon service located in Picton, travelling all
over the Wollondilly, Macarthur and the Southern
Highlands Areas. Contact Tracey for your next
appointment. Phone 0415 912 632.
____________________________________________________________________
Shooting Stars Dance Academy
While you’re at home, make sure you still get
an amazing dance experience. We’re taking
our classes online, letting you experience
SSDA while social distancing.
Happy dancing and stay safe.
Contact: 0416 035 554 or email seltalla@hotmail.com
Please support the businesses that support our College.

Headmaster Happenings

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

April
Thursday, 30

Meeting with TASC CEO and IT Manager re infrastructure upgrade

May
Friday, 1

TASC Heads Meeting at Hurstville (via Zoom)
Junior Chapels
Monday, 4
TASC meeting with Heads re COVID-19 Progress
Tuesday, 5
Staff - Zoom meetings
Wednesday, 6 College Executive Meeting
TASC Meeting with CEO and CFO
Council Zoom Meeting
Thursday, 7
TASC Heads Zoom Meeting
Friday, 8
Staff - Zoom meetings
Sunday, 10
Mother’s Day

Online Church Services

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Most churches are hosting services and Bible study groups online; it’s a big change. Please see
below links:


Austinmer Church Online - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQkg5CQlaD0



C3 Wilton Church Online https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZvjF337DgiG5kiZF81Kfnw/featured



Picton and Wilton Anglican Church - https://zoom.us/j/848648618
Youtube channel - "Picton and Wilton Anglican Churches" - live via Zoom
https://www.facebook.com/wiltonanglican/



Bowral Anglican - www.bowralanglican.org.au



Wollondilly Anglican church - Pre-recorded services via Facebook page



Tahmoor Baptist Church - On website through Zoom



Wollondilly Presbyterian - Via Facebook page - Streamed Service



St Jude’s Church, Bowral - https://vimeo.com/399339398 & Kids’ Spot - https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjV8-_JhIKUz93R4O0OzsWCYfAMf2mej1



Campbelltown Christian Community Church (C4) - Search C4Minto - YouTube



Menangle Anglican Church - http://www.menangleanglican.com.au/

Pretend Headmasters

Pretend Headmasters - Sarah McPherson (KJ) and Burton Shakeshaft (KJ) showing their
respects to our soldiers for ANZAC Day.
Lest we forget

Prayer Points
Please thank God:




For the relationship that we have with our schools in Germany: Brothers and
Sisters in Christ
For the ANZACs and the ANZAC spirit that is alive in the selflessness and
generosity of many people in this generation who remember their legacy.
That whilst Easter has passed for another year, Christ’s free gift of Eternity, so hard won, is
available at any moment to everyone.

Please ask God:





To be with the Anglican Schools’ Corporation and the Wollondilly Anglican College Council as
they conduct a search for a new College leader.
For wisdom as we navigate the return of all students to the College.
That He will continue to protect our College
Psalm 127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain.
Excellence, Endurance, Eternity.

